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INTRODUCTION

The Union  Cemetery (UC) is an historic resource located on Rte.133, one of the more prominent Roads leading in and out of Georgetown. It dates back to 1732 as a burial ground for what was then the West Parish of Rowley and by action of the townspeople became a private non profit cemetery known as the Union Cemetery in 1844  some six years after Georgetown was formed out of  Rowley in 1838. 

The goal of this Cemetery Preservation Plan is to establish guidelines and treatments for the professional management of the historic Union Cemetery by outlining immediate and long-term goals for its rehabilitation through controlling vehicular and pedestrian access; stabilizing invasive vegetation; and researching, documenting, and resetting and repairing  grave markers. All treatments are to be carried out in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties, as well as the Preservation Guidelines for Municipally Owned Historic Burial Grounds and Cemeteries. Legal support for these efforts can be found in the following chapters of the Massachusetts General Laws and Code of Massachusetts Regulations:

· MGL Chapter 9, Section 27C. Projects; notice; adverse effect; review

· MGL Chapter 38, Section 6. Unmarked human skeletal remains etc.

· MGL Chapter 114, Section 17. Preservation of ancient burial places

· MGL Chapter 114, Section 18. Care of neglected burial places within limits of town

· MGL Chapter 272, Section 71. Disinterring bodies

· MGL Chapter 272, Section 73. Tombs, graves, memorials, trees, plants; injuring, removing

· MGL Chapter 272, Section 73A (as amended by Chapter 448 of the Acts of 1973). Removal of gravestones and other memorials for repair or reproduction

SITE DESCRIPTION

Site History  The first ¼ acre of land in what is now known as the Union Cemetery in Georgetown Massachusetts was originally purchased and set aside for burials in 1732 in what  was then the West Parish of Rowley. From its beginning in 1732 until the fall of 1844, what is now called a cemetery was simply known as the “burying ground” or “burying place” and was under the ownership and control of the West Parish Church via “trustees” that were selected and funded by the church and its members. In  April of 1838, the town of Georgetown was incorporated and the cemetery became part of Georgetown.  Records indicate that the ownership of the burying ground was transferred to the town at that point. At that point what is today the known as the UC was still un-named  and identified as  the burying ground. Records show that in 1844 a meeting of  townspeople was held at which the town appointed a committee to pick a name for the cemetery. Once the Union Cemetery name was selected the townspeople then  turned over  control of the Cemetery to a private corporation which shortly thereafter officially filed with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts as the Union Cemetery Corporation. (UCC). 

The UCC continued to function on behalf of the Cemetery thru the mid 1970’s when the Cemetery was essentially full. At that point, the UCC became dysfunctional without terminating and volunteers continued to maintain the cemetery till  the end of 2005.  Shortly thereafter a volunteer group came together and had the UCC reactivated by the Commonwealth on July 21, 2006. Their purpose was  to make it possible to  voluntarily  turn over its ownership to the Town of Georgetown for  future maintenance and preservation. This being necessary at that point since the cemetery was essentially of historical significance only and lacked the necessary funds to maintain itself. 

On October 16, the Selectmen of the Town officially voted to take over control of the cemetery and the Town’s counsel is currently (Nov. 2006) in the process of preparing the legal documents to bring that transfer to fruition. The town asked the UCC volunteers to establish  a maintenance and preservation plan that would help guide its activities there after  it took over and what follows herein is the purpose of this document.

Site Details:  Phyical layout, size, stone walls, fencing, # markers, maintenance shed…… Proposal. To Be Detailed Later.
EXISTING CONDITIONS AND TREATMENT

All work outlined below should be done under the supervision of a cultural resources professional in order to insure that ground disturbing activities and brush clearing do not adversely impact historic resources. In addition, all work must be done in compliance with Massachusetts Historical Commission regulations.

1. Access and Circulation

Existing Conditions

· Motor vehicle access to the site consists solely of one widened former carriage road 

Treatment


High Priority

· Install new entry gates
· Complete installation of iron fence

2. Vegetation

Existing Conditions

· There are portions of the cemetery that exhibit overly mature vegetation 

· Plant inventory

· Condition/health (arborist)

· Identify vegetation encroaching on markers

· Evaluate condition of grass and sod


Treatment



High Priority

· Remove damaged/unhealthy vegetation

· Determine historically appropriate plantings and vegetation patterns

· Remove vegetation found to be encroaching on markers

· Establish a regular  grass cutting schedule

Secondary Priority

3. Existing Boundary Walls

Existing Conditions

· The 540-foot-long, drylaid vernacular stone wall that surrounds the cemetery on the south, east and west sides is collapsing in places.

Treatment



High Priority

· Repair the deteriorating sections of the walls by restacking the existing stones in place, in a manner similar to those sections that are reasonably intact. No mortar should be used.

Secondary Priority

4.  Grave Markers

Existing Conditions


Type (slate, marble, granite, soapstone sand stone)


Numbers broken/ leaning


Soiled 

Treatment



High Priority

· Research the history of the cemetery development including the identities of persons buried there. 

a. Develop a strategy for treating the grave markers. 

b. Any cracked or shattered grave markers should be assessed and

      appropriately repaired by a stone conservator. 

Secondary Priority

· Depending on the material and legibility of the stone select the appropriate cleaning solution  (Note: acidic compounds or household bleach should not be used).

5. Interpretation

Existing Conditions

A single old and deteriorating sign is the sole identification or 
interpretation for the 
cemetery.


Priority


Install an interpretive panel(s) either where the existing sign is located or 
perhaps in a better more visible location.

6. Monitoring
· A monitoring program in which an appropriate staff person of the Town inspects the Union Cemetery for invasive vegetation issues, grave marker condition, and vandalism with each monthly vegetation management visit. 
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