Georgetown Community Preservation Committee

Meeting Minutes

September 24, 2002

Members Present:  Harry LaCortiglia, Open Space Committee; Richard Elliot, Historical Committee; Dan Kostura, Planning Board; Patrick Howard, Parks and Recreation Committee; Peter Burns, Conservation Commission.

Members Absent:  Todd DeLuca, Affordable Housing Task Force; Appointed Representative, Georgetown Housing Authority.

Others Present: Bob Morehouse

The meeting convened at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Dick Elliot, Treasurer, received a letter from Deborah Frost, the acting town accountant stating that, due to lack of human resources, there is no one responsible for handling the accounts payable for the CPC’s administrative account.  Therefore, any bills that need to be paid that are dated after the start of the 2003 fiscal year (July 1, 2002) cannot be processed. 

MOTION: by Patrick, seconded by Peter to accept the bid received by Gale Associates, Inc. for $1,800.00 to conduct an assessment of the Moulton Street property currently owned by Automatic Connector, Inc. to include research of DEP files and provide an evaluation of the levels of contamination and recommendations for potential safe uses for the site, contingent upon availability of funds that can be disbursed from the CPC administrative account.  Passed unanimously. 

Dick will submit a payment voucher for the cost of this assessment to the town accountant along with vouchers for other outstanding bills including $136.00 to Community Newspapers for the cost of running a legal advertisement two times announcing the August 13 public informational hearing. 

Elizabeth Wade submitted two project idea forms for two potential locations for a skateboard park – the wooded area adjacent to the tennis courts and the property at 5 Moulton Street.  She will be invited to the next meeting to discuss.

Bob Morehouse stated at the meeting that he is currently working with the owner of a 35 acre parcel of land in town to see if it can be purchased by the town with CPA funds.  The landowner is currently working with a developer to build houses on the property.  According to Bob, the property has a high seasonal water table with moderately well-drained soils that may not be best for houses.  He will keep us posted on any further developments on this parcel and may submit a project idea form.  

The CPC discussed potentially considering the use of CPA funds to replace the wrought iron fence that once stood adjacent to the Town Hall along Central Street and possibly include in the replacement of the current fence at the Union Cemetery with the traditional wrought iron fence.  Dick will look into this and see if any grants or alternative/additional funding sources are applicable. 

The CPC agreed to add some general information to the GCPC web site regarding some of the potential projects under consideration.

MOTION: by Harry, seconded by Patrick to accept the warrant article prepared by Dan (with some edits by the CPC members) to make the necessary adjustments to the appropriate CPC accounts.  Motion passed unanimously.  Dan will present this warrant article at the Fall Town Meeting on October 21, 2002. 

MOTION: by Harry, seconded by Peter, to accept the CPC project application policy guidelines and flowchart, as edited by the CPC.  Motion passed unanimously.  The CPC decided on December 1, 2002, as the deadline for project applications. 

The Open Space Committee is currently negotiating to potentially purchase some parcels of property in town.  Dan will send out bids for appraisals.  Harry is preparing an application for a state Small Rivers and Streams grant that could provide up to $5k to be used for land appraisals.

The meeting was called adjourned at 9:30 PM.

PWB: October 21, 2002
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