Georgetown Community Preservation Committee

Meeting Minutes

January 13, 2003

Members Present: Richard Elliot, Historical Committee; Dan Kostura, Planning Board; Patrick Howard, Parks and Recreation Committee; Peter Burns, Conservation Commission.

Members Absent:  Todd DeLuca, Affordable Housing Task Force; Appointed Representative, Georgetown Housing Authority; Harry LaCortiglia, Open Space Committee.

Others Present:  George Comiskey; Open Space Committee.

The meeting convened at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Treasurer Dick Elliot prepared payment vouchers for Gale Associates in the amount of $1,500.00 for the site evaluation conducted for the Automated Connector site on Moulton Street. Dick add to this voucher the amount for the first telephone bill in the amount of $31.35.  Dan will cancel telephone due to only two messages left on answering machine in response to web site and other informational materials on the CPC.  Gale Associates also required a $500 retainer.  For other payments, an appraisal for the Bresnahan Property is $4K. 

The CPC discussed the Gale Associates report on the Moulton Street site.  That report concluded that contaminants were located in fissures in the bedrock with no reliable means of removal.  The CPC does not want to be held responsible for any liabilities of responsibilities for cleanup.  Possible options include long-term lease of the property rather than purchase.  Still some questions as to the safety associated with the site due to contamination.  May be best to err on the side of caution since the site is being considered for use by children, albeit with minimal excavation below ground required. May consult further with Gale representatives and Town Counsel after further review of the plan indicates that the site is safe enough.  Will also check zoning in that area to determine if a skate park is a suitable use.

Historical Committee – Dick is seeking quotes on roof repair for the old school house.  He mentioned that one member of the historical commission stated that there is no evidence that a wrought iron fence existed around Town Hall originally when it was Central School.   Therefore, may not want to consider that as an option for CPC funds.  Still waiting for call back from Cassidy Brothers Forge for estimate on replacing wrought iron fence that once stood along East Main Street side of Union Cemetery.  Looking for estimates for construction of display case for “Old Nancy”.  

Open Space Committee – site walk on Bresnahan Property on Sat. January 11 with UMASS Blandings turtle graduate student Marc Grgorovic.

Looking for outside money to assist in purchasing this parcel.  Self help grants may not be available due to state financial constraints and new Governor. 

Human Society will provide funds to protect land with endangered species and can use the evidence in the UMASS Blandings Turtle study as a basis of a proposal. 

Town can’t own entire parcel purchased with CPA funds to avoid it being sold /used for other purposes in the future.  Self help grants could pay for up to 50% of the purchase price for a parcel.

Trust for Public Lands provides help in organizing the purchase/transfer of properties and financial support for signs and other administrative needs.

Motion by Dick, second by Patrick to engage Leslie Brooks to conduct a second appraisal on the Bresnahan property for $4K.  Passes unanimously.

Need to get on Selectmen’s meeting agenda in case we decide to move forward with purchase and sale agreement. Only Selectmen have the authority to purchase the land.

The meeting was called adjourned at 8:30 PM.  
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