Georgetown Community Preservation Committee

Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2003

Members Present: Richard Elliot, Historical Committee; Dan Kostura, Planning Board; Patrick Howard, Parks and Recreation Committee; Peter Burns, Conservation Commission; Harry LaCortiglia, Open Space Committee.

Members Absent:  Todd DeLuca, Affordable Housing Task Force; Appointed Representative, Georgetown Housing Authority.

The meeting convened at 7 p.m. in the Town Hall.

Dan attended the CPC conference on February 3, 2003 and discussed an example of a “community needs report” prepared by another town for use as guidance in preparing a similar report for Georgetown as required under the CPA.  Dick Elliot will draft a letter to distribute to the various town boards to get feedback on what the goals should be for developing the plan.  The plan should look at the needs over a 5-year period.  Harry will look into survey results from a survey conducted on the previous open space plan developed before the CPA.  A $30K grant for master planning uses may be available for additional assistance.

It was discussed that Ipswich recently partnered with the Cape Ann Chapter of Habitat for Humanity.  The town purchased the property, Habitat handled the construction and the deed is kept as low to moderate income for perpetuity.  May be an effective way to address the community housing facet of the CPA.

Dick wrote to Steve Zupa, a roofing contractor but received no response.  Waiting also for a reply from John Moretti to get an estimate on construction of a display case for “Old Nancy”.  

Dick contacted Marty Dudek of Timelines, Inc., an archeological firm.  They will provide a bid on the work to complete the remaining surveys on Georgetown homes for potential inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places.  He will also provide an estimate for site work that the Bresnahan property including a reconnaissance survey or excavation in various sites which is a more extensive and longer-term project.  He requested some maps of the area which Harry agreed to provide (USGS).  

The CPC discussed whether to request at this spring’s town meeting that a specified sum be earmarked for this archeological survey.  Harry recommended that approximately $15K be requested for surveys in general, since the sums needed for individual projects may be too small to have to go to town meeting each time.  

Dick also heard back from Parker Fence Co. on an estimate for the iron fence around the cemetery.  They will send brochures, Dick will send dimensions, and they will follow up with an estimate.

The option to purchase the Bresnahan property is currently being reviewed by Town Counsel.   Option likely to be signed within two weeks.  Board of Selectmen will cover the costs for the legal review of the purchase.  Approximately 0.6 acres of the parcel is in Groveland and the owner won’t sell.  One survey has been done but a second is necessary for approximately $500.  Appraisal needs to be for exact property being purchased.  Title searched need for the property.  Will contact the Trust for Public Land, may be able to get a better deal on costs. According to Jennifer Soper, EOEA will contribute up to 65% for the higher of the two appraised value estimates.  Also, Federal grant money is available via EOEA for up to 50% of the purchase price.

A motion was made by Harry LaCortiglia, seconded by Peter Burns, to authorize the Chair of the CPC to spend up to $1K to have the Bresnahan property re-appraised.  A second appraisal will follow after the purchase.

The Committee discussed the possibility of putting money aside for ADA compliance.  All Conservation Commission land needs to meet certain ADA requirements.  Also true for Park and Recreation Land.  CPA money could potentially be used for that under the community housing part of the act.  Need to have a plan in place by a specific date.  Patrick will follow up with town’s ADA coordinator to get her opinion.  

Dan recently called Chris Hopkins of the Georgetown Athletic Association.  It was discussed whether that group should develop a warrant article for town meeting vote to put money aside to allow for the necessary surveys and appraisals while in the process of locating and purchasing property with CPA funds for youth athletic fields.  This would be held in a separate account.

Phone bill was paid.

The current list of potential CPC warrant articles for 2003 spring town meeting are as follows:

1. Separate warrant articles for historic surveys for houses for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places; Roofing restoration for the old school house next to the Brocklebank Museum; a display case for “Old Nancy”; and the archeological work for the Bresnahan property.

2. purchaseof the Bresnahan property.

3. ADA compliance for currently held conservation land.

4. ADA compliance for existing Park and Recreation Lands.

5. $4k for Rebuilding Together to update 4 homes; and a local grant to the ADA coordinator to qualified residents for bringing homes into compliance.

CPC discussed holding a meeting to discuss the different warrant articles before town meeting at a date to be determined at a later time. 

Motion to adjourn by Burns, seconded by LaCortiglia.

The meeting was called adjourned at 9:00 PM.
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