Georgetown Community Preservation Committee

Meeting Minutes

June 25, 2002
Members Present:  Harry LaCortiglia, Open Space Committee; Richard Elliot, Historical Committee; Dan Kostura, Planning Board; Patrick Howard, Parks and Recreation Committee; Peter Burns, Conservation Commission.

Others Present:  Martin and Christine Dudek, Barbara Donohue; Timelines, Inc.

The meeting convened at 7 p.m.

WEB SITE DEVELOPMENT

Based on the research and recommendations of Harry and Patrick, the motion was made by Peter and seconded by Dick to choose WINSAVE as the vendor in the development of the Georgetown CPA web site.  The motion also approved “georgetowncpc.com” as the web address for the site.  

The 3 month minimum account with WINSAVE requires a $20 initial deposit with no set up fee.  The service includes a web site development tool, lockable directories for document storage, capability for 25 e-mail accounts and provides 50 MB of memory.   The Front Page development software is already available.  Patrick will purchase the service and request reimbursement.  Harry and Patrick will move forward with development of the site.

OPEN SPACE RESPONSES

Subsequent to inquiries by the Open Space committee to specific property owners, 4 responses were received by interested individuals willing to sell their land for conservation purposes.  The Open space criteria were applied to the four parcels and the one scoring the highest was Map 3 lot 25.  This parcel lies between two municipally held lots, contains vernal pools, allows for watershed protection, abuts the Parker River, and includes important wildlife habitat.  An abutter to this property name Hahn want to develop his parcel and an inquiry will be made by the Open Space committee to see if he is willing to sell his property for conservation purposes.  Charlie Blanchard of the Open Space Committee is following through on this.

GRANTS

Harry is researching the availability of grant funds to augment the costs of purchasing property.  Grants are available via the Parker River Watershed Association.  Some previously offered state grants may no longer be available due to the budget problem with the state.

PARK & REC CRITERIA

Patrick presented the Committee with a draft list of criteria for evaluating projects from a park and recreation perspective.  Dan requested the addition of a criterion giving credit to a project that is self-sustaining or revenue generating.  It was recommended that a total cost criterion also be added.

SKATE PARK UPDATE

Patrick determined that the owner of the Moulton St. lot suggested for purchase and use as a skate park is Automated Connector Corp.  Patrick contacted them but has not received a response.  Alan Bennett has been asked to assist with this.

HOUSING

The Committee, concerned about inadequate representation on community housing issues, approved a letter drafted for submission to the Board of Selectmen that addresses this issue.

MAIL SURVEYS

Dan commented that open space is a relative term and may mean different things to different interest groups, e.g., the Georgetown Athletic Association may regard this term to mean soccer fields while a conservation group may consider open space as undeveloped land.  Therefore, it was recommended that a survey be mailed to Georgetown residents before the August 13 public hearing to get their opinions to assess the needs and wants of the public with respect to the use of CPA funds.  Dick recommended including some CPA background information in the mailing.

ADVERTISING THE PUBLIC MEETING

A motion was made by Dan and seconded by Patrick to publish a legal ad and an informational announcement in the Georgetown Record announcing the CPA public hearing to be held at Camp Denison on August 13.  Peter will follow up on this and prepare the text. It was recommended that a representative from the state CPA office and Representative Harriet Stanley also be invited to the meeting.

ARCHAEOLOGY

Timelines Inc. representatives Martin Dudek and Barbara Donohue were present at the meeting.  They talked about the company that conducts archaeological assessments of properties to preserve significant artifacts and sites that may otherwise be lost or destroyed due to development or other reasons.  They have done preliminary assessments for Haverhill and Fitchburg.  They will contact Dick and may give a full presentation to the Historical Committee.

The meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m. with the next meeting scheduled for Tuesday, July 9, 2002 at 7 p.m. in the Public Safety Building.
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